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In spite of the steps taken to avoid, reduce and compensate the damage, major mining projects have 

profound consequences for the environment and for local communities. They are structurally 

ambivalent, combining both positive and negative impacts: at national level, mines have many 

advantages, but at local level, the disadvantages predominate. Clearly, there is a conflict between two 

kinds of public interest: the one that exists nationally and the one that arises locally. It is therefore 

necessary to amplify the positive social effects and prevent or as far as possible reduce the negative 

ones, in order to make mining projects acceptable and accepted.  

 

It is essential to comply with environmental standards, not only because obtaining the license to 

exploit the deposit is of course conditional upon doing so, but also because if environmental problems 

are not resolved, they can develop into social problems.  

 

By reducing the environmental impact of extractive activities and increasing their social impact, it is 

possible to have them authorized and accepted. This is illustrated by two case studies of Veolia, the 

word’s leading environmental services company:  

 its involvement in the Iduapriem gold mine in Ghana, to manage the water;  

 the creation of a joint venture in the Pilbara region in Australia, between Veolia and an 

aboriginal business.  

 

The conditions of acceptability of major projects are known, but implementing them is a delicate 

matter. It depends upon a genuinely partnership-based approach. The more collaborative the practices 

are, the more the mining operation will be accepted. Associations can play a crucial role in such 

projects, by making them evolve and promoting their appropriation by local populations. 

 

Another vital issue for the social acceptability of a mining project is to identify the value created and 

to distribute it fairly. While that is never obvious, it is nevertheless possible.  

 

 


